Thinking through science, technology and medicine: What medical sociology and science and technology studies (STS) can learn from each other
Symposium Convener: Richard Tutton, Institute for Science and Society, University of Nottingham

In recent years the medical sociology conference has attracted an increasing number of presenters from the social studies of science and technology, bringing new theoretical frameworks, questions, problems, and areas of research to discussions at the conference. The purpose of this symposium is to build on these exchanges between the broad fields of social studies of science and technology and medical sociology and continue a dialogue that has the potential to enrich both disciplines. 

The symposium will be organised around two key themes that are in many ways central to both fields of inquiry: the construction and contestation of different forms of scientific, medical, technical and experiential knowledge; and the development, shaping and impact of technologies in relation to social practices (in its broadest sense).  Two speakers will address each theme from medical sociology and STS perspectives. 

On the theme of knowledge the speakers are David Armstrong, Professor of Medicine and Sociology, (Kings College London) and Sujatha Raman, Lecturer in Science and Technology Studies (University of Nottingham). 

On the theme of technology, the speakers are Carl May, Professor of Medical Sociology (University of Newcastle) and Nik Brown, Lecturer in Sociology of Science and Technology (University of York). 

The aim is foster discussion amongst both the speakers and the audience. Therefore, the speakers will only prepare short presentations of no more than 15 minutes in duration. These will aim to do the following:  

· Outline the significance knowledge or technology has had in medical sociology and STS; 

· Consider how researchers in their respective traditions tend to approach knowledge or technology, the kinds of questions and problems they pose, and insights they have produced

· Reflecting on the above, what connections can be made between medical sociology and STS and how might these then shape future research (and teaching) in these areas? 

The emphasis will be very much on audience participation.  

Contact: richard.tutton@nottingham.ac.uk
