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Members are invited to attend the 57th Annual General Meeting of the British Sociological Association

Saturday 29th March 2008

18:00

Room: Arts Centre Theatre, Warwick Arts Centre

University of Warwick

Coventry CV4 7AL
The AGM will include:


· Detail on Council members, Honorary Vice Presidents and Honorary members 

· discussion of the 2009 Annual Conference 

· discussion of any items brought forward by members*

All members are welcome

A full agenda and other information for the AGM will be available on the BSA website (www.britsoc.co.uk). 

*Members wishing to bring forward business need to notify the BSA Office at least two weeks in advance.

BSA EVENTS

The BSA and Publishing: Hosted by the Publications Directors & Journal Editors

Friday 28th March at 11:30-13:00
Ramphal 0.12

An opportunity to meet the BSA Publications Directors and Journal Editors.


What does the BSA do for its members?: Hosted by the Membership Services Directors

Friday 28th March at 14:00-15:00
Room: Ramphal 1.15

An opportunity to meet the BSA Membership Services Directors.


BSA Income and Expenditure Poster & Meet the BSA Treasurer

Saturday 29th March at 15:00-15:30
Mead Gallery, Warwick Arts Centre

Visit the Treasurer’s Poster and find out about the Association’s finances. The BSA Treasurer, Dr. Tom Hall, will be on hand to answer questions.


President’s Reception: Meet the BSA President and Council

Saturday 29th March at 17:00-17:30
Mead Gallery, Warwick Arts Centre

Join us for a drink at the BSA President’s Reception and meet the BSA Council members.

POSTGRADUATE FORUM SESSIONS

Communicating Sociology 

Friday 28th March at 11:30 - 13:00
Room: Ramphal 1.15
This session will critically consider the politics, conflicts and benefits of communicating sociological research to a wide range of audiences, from students and academics to those working outside academia. Addressing how sociology is taught, written and spoken about, a panel of distinguished speakers will each give a short talk about their own experiences of communicating sociology before answering your questions.

Panel

Teaching Sociology: Dr Joyce Canaan, Birmingham City University

Writing Sociology: Professor Elizabeth Ettorre, University of Liverpool

Talking Sociology: TBC

The PhD Viva

Saturday 29th March at 11:30 - 13:00 
Room: Ramphal 0.03/4

Dreading your viva?  Terrified by horror stories of other’s experiences?  Despite being feared by most PhD students, few of us have much of an idea what to expect from our vivas.  To give us some insight into the process, this session involves a two-part ‘mock-viva’, whereby recent ‘viva survivor’, Dr David Mellor (UWIC), will be ‘examined’ by a panel of experts (Professor Rob Mears (Bath University); Prof Gayle Letherby (Uni of Plymouth) and Dr Eric Harrison (City University)).  Following the ‘mock-viva’, there will then be an opportunity to ask the panel questions and for further dialogue about the examination.

Media and Academic Dissemination

Saturday 29th March at 11:30 – 13:00
Room: Ramphal 1.15


A workshop/discussion for early career researchers about how to disseminate and publish your research through academic journals, books and other outlets.

Organisers: Jennifer Mason and Angela Phillips

Early Career Publishing Workshop

Saturday 29th March at 09:00 – 11:00
Room: Ramphal 1.15


A workshop intended specifically for PhD students and early career academics re advice on getting published, both in journals and getting monographs accepted, etc.

Organisers: David Inglis, co-editor, Cultural Sociology and Graham Crow, co-editor Sociology.

Grant Getting

Friday 28th March at 15:30 – 17:00
Room: Ramphal 1.15


Organisers: Sue Scott and Alan Warde

BSA STUDY GROUP EVENTS

BSA Animal Human Study Group

Interdisciplinary Animal Human Study Group Panel Session: Crossing Boundaries: Animals and natural/social worlds

Saturday 29th March at 15:30-17:00
Room: Social Studies 0.10

Traditionally, sociology has paid little attention to nonhuman animals, which have been considered outside of (human) social worlds. Recent work, however, has begun to question this and to emphasise how many nonhuman animals lives are interwoven into human societies.  In order to understand these interspecies social relations, we must look more widely than sociology.   On the other hand, ethology - a sub discipline of biology - focuses on animals and their behaviour.    Recent work here has begun to move away from traditional concepts of animal instincts and towards a more nuanced understanding of animals and their cognitive and social abilities.

    

Increasingly, we recognise that animals and natural worlds are not separable from our human social worlds.  The purpose of this interdisciplinary panel is to explore the place of animals in this intersection.  Speakers will come from these two divergent backgrounds - sociology and ethology - and will explore how they might intersect and contribute to each other.  Bridging the disciplinary divide would benefit both social theory, and the animals themselves, and yield a greater understanding of how nonhuman animals contribute to both social and natural worlds.

Speakers:

Introduction to themes of panel:  Dr. Lynda Birke (Univ. of Chester: biologist/social studies of science)

Prof. Mike Michael, (sociologist/social studies of science:  Goldsmiths)

Dr. Becky Whay (Research Fellow, Farm Animal Science, The school of Veterinary Science,  University of Bristol) 
Animal Human Study Group ‘Meet and Greet’

Saturday 29th March at 13:00 -14:00
Room: Social Studies 0.10

BSA Auto/Biography Study Group

Annual Meeting of the Auto/Biography Study Group
Saturday 29th March at 15:30-17:00
Room: Ramphal 1.03

Business meeting to include update about publishing developments and future conferences/seminars.

Speakers: Gill Clarke & Michael Erben

BSA Family Study Group 

BSA Family Study Group Event

Saturday 29th March at 15:30-17:00
Room: National Grid Room,

Warwick Arts Centre

Following last year's well-received formula, the meeting will be divided up between author presentations of new publications relating to the family, and a 'get to know you' session with discussion of Family Study Group interests and future events.The two authors presenting their work will be:Jacqui Gabb (2008) Researching Intimacy in Families, London:Palgrave Macmillan and Esther Dermott (2008) Intimate Fatherhood, London: Routledge.
BSA Food Study Group

BSA Food Study Group: Session 1

Saturday 29th March at 09:00 – 11:00
Room: Ramphal 0.12
Tuomainen, H.M.

Taste vs Structure: The Role of Substitutes in Ghanaian Food in London

Warde, A.

Globalization and food habits: a comparison of Britain and France 
BSA Food Study Group: Session 2

Saturday 29th March at 11:30 – 13:00
Room: Ramphal 0.12

Dowler, E., Kneafsey, M., Cox, R., Holloway, L., Venn, L., Tuomainen, H.

‘Doing Food Differently’: Reconnecting Biological and Social Relationships Through Care for Food

Sharp, G.

Mass catering, fast food and ecological troubles: The away from home eating choices of university students

Food Study Group AGM 

Saturday 29th March at 15:30 – 17:00 
Room: Ramphal 0.12

The Food Study Group AGM is a chance to find out what the group has been involved in over the last year and what plans there are for the year ahead; this is a chance to help shape the future activities of the group. The ‘meet and greet’ session will be a more informal opportunity to talk to the study group convenors and other members over some light refreshments. All members and non-members with an interest in food production and consumption are welcome to attend.

BSA West Midlands

Medical Sociology Group

Postgraduate Forum: Health, Wellbeing and Society

Friday 28th March at 11:30 – 13:00
Room: Social Studies 0.28

We aim to promote discussion and debate amongst Post Graduate researchers with an interest in aspects of health, illness, well-being, medicine and society.  Post Graduate researchers will present reflections on theoretical, methodological and substantive areas of their research in a supportive space within the main conference, offering the opportunity to make contact with those with similar interests.

Speakers include: Rayment, J., Wilson, C., Boardman, F., Blood, A.
BSA Medical Sociology Group

Bodies, Health and Social Theory Panel

Saturday 29th March at 15:30 – 17:00
Room: Social Studies 0.09

Given its focus on health, Medical Sociology has a long standing interest in the relationship between society, culture and nature.  After all, much of Medical Sociology is concerned (albeit problematically) with the maladies of the ‘biological’ body and the various issues, problems and challenges that follows from that emphasis.  What this panel seeks to do is to explore nature/ culture in relation to health and the body with an emphasis on how sociological theory can assist in articulating those relationships.

Four theorists and four separate issues will be under discussion. The work of Beck will utilised to explore the manufacture of risk and how the distinction between the ‘natural’ and the ‘cultural’ has been blurred by the medicalisation of pregnancy and the manufacture of risk discourses by medical ‘experts’.  A radical re-evaluation of Mead will explore the phenomenon of voice-hearing and how ‘hearing’ or ‘feeling’ a voice with no obvious material origin is problematised by the bodily ear as being the ‘normal’ way the body deals with sound.  The Marxian theory of alienation will also be under consideration in terms of exploring how the lived experience of the historically specific set of human relationships that is capitalism translates into ‘biological’ harm in the body.  Finally, Bourdieu’s theory of social action will be deployed to reframe how physical fitness should be regarded as the acquisition of forms of physical capital and embodied dispositions consistent with the demands and logic of the sporting field rather than as a purely ‘natural’ urge.

Jones, D.S.

Managing the Pregnant Body: An exploration into the cultural construction of risk screening in pregnancy

Yuill, C., Crinson, I.

Capitilisation, Cortisol and the Bio-chemistry of Alienation

Tulle, E.

Healthy ageing and sports participation: Bourdieu and the cultural reconstruction of the natural body
Kirby, J.

Natural body, social mind: Have we utilized the full radical potential of G.H. Mead’s thought?

BSA Mental Health

Medical Sociology Group

Wellbeing and Recovery: Connecting Natural and Social Worlds

Saturday 29th March at 15:30 – 17:00
Room: Social Studies 0.28

Human wellbeing and recovery from distress or illness are often conceived of in terms of connections between the natural worlds of the body and of nature and the social world of interaction with others.  Whilst the relationship between inner, neurobiological and outer, social and environmental influences on mental health remain hotly debated, the therapeutic benefits of outdoor activities which provide a sense of connection with nature, and the importance of ‘communities’ and social life for mental health and well-being are well known.  In this panel session we explore these connections and issues through discussion of the mental health benefits of gardens and gardening and of supported socialisation programmes for users of mental health services.   In so doing, we draw attention to the importance of natural and social environments which promote interaction and inclusion for enhancing well-being and recovery.  The following two papers will be presented, followed by discussion: 

Sempik, J.

Therapeutic Gardens: exploring perceptions of nature and health

This paper will present findings from a study which explored the use of farming and gardening for people with physical, mental health and social problems in order to explore why such activities and their natural settings are considered to be beneficial.  

Nee, J., Brady, E., Sheridan, A.

Supported Socialisation for People with Serious Mental Illness in Ireland: first reflections on a randomised control trial

In this presentation, reflections of researchers, from three disciplines, on the initial findings from a study of a supported socialisation programme within a recovery paradigm will be reported.

Organised by Lydia Lewis, Sociology of Mental Health Study Group; see: www.britsoc.co.uk/medical/MedSocMentalHealth.htm

BSA Researching Students & Sociology of Education Study Groups

Increasingly, educators at all levels are being encouraged by the government's neo-liberal restructuring and partial privatising of education to teach students skills of 'employability' in preparation for the workplace. Educators also face growing strains on curricula and pedagogies due to the entrepreneurial logic that underpins restructuring/privatising and to lessening government resources, growing student numbers and regimes of accountability that further work-intensify them.  Students are perceived as 'consumers'/'customers' receiving a service preparing them for employment-and unsurprisingly many respond instrumentally to this instrumentality. 

Contradictorily, however, government and its quangos  now encourage research on learning and teaching and promoting more open and engaging ways of reworking of learning space using a pedagogy of "active and collaborative learning" (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/JISC%20learning%20spaces.acc.pdf) antithetical to the conventional 'banking' model of learning (Freire 1996) and to the growing consumerist logic. Additionally, Virtual Learning Environments resting on social constructivist ideas about collaboratively engaging students in dialogue with one another and with tutors are being encouraged (Dougiamas 1998).  

In this climate, a growing number of researchers/teachers are using insights from critical pedagogues to develop progressive pedagogies and curricula (the latter most notably in HE where lecturers still largely determine their curricula) that encourage students' critical thinking about and active engagement with the world.  These papers explore such efforts, considering how they work with and against the above trends and encourage greater student engagement with learning as well as their potential for critically and collaboratively working to build a more egalitarian and socially just world.

Critical Pedagogy: Creatively Responding to Government Education Agendas - Session 1

Saturday 29th March at 11:30 – 13:00
Room: Ramphal 3.41

Badcock, M.
Crossing the border: The creative possibilities (and limits) of critical pedagogies

Cappel, C.
‘Can’t you just tell us the answer?’ Challenges and contradictions in creating classrooms as locations for active learning

Critical Pedagogy: Creatively Responding to Government Education Agendas - Session 2

Saturday 29th March at 15:30 – 17:00
Room: Ramphal 3.41

Canaan, J.
Within, against and beyond the Neoliberal University: Reflections of a British Academic Activist

Shumar, W.
Critical Ethnography in the Neoliberal American University

BSA Theory Study Group

BSA Theory Study Group Annual Meeting

Saturday 29th March at 15:30-17:00 
Room: Ramphal 1.04

BSA Urban Theory and Research Study Group

These study group sessions aim to address key themes and challenges facing urban sociologist and researchers across disciplines in the 21st century. Following from critical debates at the turn of the millennium this session offers critical insight and debate into the changing state of urban studies.

Critical and Complex Urban Studies: The State We’re In

Saturday 29th March at 11:30-13:00 
Room: Ramphal 2.41

Convenor: Peter Rogers (MMU)

Chris Allen 
Urban renewal and the 'relevant' university:  knowledge, power and partnership in the class remake of the city of culture

David Byrne
The Complex Urban - urban systems as social and natural complex systems

Paul Watt
TBC

Meet and Greet and Roundtable Discussion Group: ‘Maintaining a critical edge in contemporary urban research’

Saturday 29th March at 15:30-17:00 
Room: Ramphal 2.41

Following from the papers, this session will be offered to all members of the study group, presenters at the conference and interested parties to take place in a guided discussion on key topics arising from the papers and Q&A session. This will also include a number of agreed discussion topics from the paper presenters. Confirmed participants in the discussion panel will be:  David Byrne, Tom Slater, Chris Allen and Peter Rogers

BSA Violence Against Women Study Group

BSA Violence Against Women Study Group Event

Saturday 29th March 2008 at 15:30-17:00 
Room: Ramphal 0.14

This meeting will provide a forum for group members attending the BSA Annual Conference to get together, present and discuss current research, discuss group member's conference papers and any other issues members want to bring to the group.  It will also provide the opportunity for other women attending the conference who might be interested in the group to come along and see what we are about (the VAWSG is a women only space).

The session is intended to be fairly informal, relaxed and supportive and will involve presentations, discussion and networking.
BSA Visual Sociology Study Group 

BSA Visual Sociology Study Group Panel

Saturday 29th March 2008 at 15:30-17:00 
Room: Ramphal 3.25
The aim of this event is to introduce BSA conference delegates to the rich world of visual methods in social research. Through interactive papers and workshops individuals will be able to discuss and explore the tools that visually orientated research methods offer. Furthermore, it offers a critical engagement for individuals already interested in visual methodologies with a wider sociological community. 

O’Brian, V.
Everyday life in a Mountain Village: Using Participatory Video and Photography to Support Health and Community Development in Rural Kyrgyzstan
Oldrup, H.
Getting closer… but to what kinds of experiences? Reflections on research process, images and social relations

Sanderson-Mann, J.
Seeing is believing? Space, photos and mothers

Hislam, S.
Adjusting the lens: A discussion of respondent produced photography within narrative inquiry
BSA Youth Study Group

Researching Youth

Saturday 29th March at 15:30-17:00 
Room: Ramphal 0.03/4
This session is organised by the BSA's Youth Study Group and considers various methodological and ethical issues raised by the study of young people.  It is comprised of three individual papers, which draw on original, empirical research to discuss some of the following issues: the use of participant observation with vulnerable groups of young people; how best to promote fully participative youth research; and the advantages and disadvtanges of conducting focus groups with young people.  In addtion, the session offers an opportunity to find out more about the work of the Youth Study Group and meet some of its members.

Session Chair: Brooks, R.
Rudoe, N.
Narratives of pregnancy: Participant observation with 16-18-year-old mothers to be

Merryweather, D.
Trials and tribulations of conducting focus groups with young people
James, N.
Ethical and methodological dilemmas in conducting research in young offenders’ lives

SYMPOSIA AND PANELS

The Biological Challenge to the Social Sciences

Sunday 30th March at 09:00 – 11:00
Room: Ramphal 0.03/4


This symposium will survey the challenges that the modern biological sciences pose to the social sciences. Fuller will introduce the topic from a historical perspective. Then Rees, Skinner and Scully will take up the challenges that biology pose specifically to gender, race and disability, respectively. They will especially consider the strategies that sociologists might use to become more effective public voices in these bio-social boundary wars. Runciman will sum up and comment on this discussion before opening it to the floor.

Chair: Runciman, W. G.

Speakers

Fuller, S.
The challenge of the neurosciences to sociology: The revival of ‘social engineering’

Rees, A.
The biological challenge to the social sciences
Skinner, D.
Life Science, Social Science and ‘The Public’: Shifting Debates about Race and Biology

Scully, J.L.
The biological challenge to the social sciences
Contemporary Ecotherapy in Action Workshop

Friday 28th March at 14:00 – 15:00
Room: Ramphal 0.14

There is a common set of goals inherent in health promotion, environmental health, sociology, urban planning, economics, conservation, environmental management and policy. Often the strongest common goal is the 'health of a whole ecosystem'. The social and sociological implications of the relationship between our human society and nature have often been neglected because each discipline may fall short from considering the opportunities for new and shared initiatives and collective strategies. Research into the use of ecotherapy has shaped information which goes far beyond the therapeutic setting and the benefits to the disadvantaged people who participate in it. The strongest element of this freshly applied model is the development of partnerships across disciplines which are inherent to health, education, but, most importantly, socio-political exchanges which challenge boundaries between the natural and the social and greatly contribute to addressing public health and our ecological predicament. The ecotherapeutic journey may commence from an alternative approach of recovery for the vulnerable individual, but it has been observed to develop into a multi-level, multifaceted social and sustainable journey of stewardship of natural places by those in our societies who would otherwise be excluded from being or becoming active agents of change and powerful role models. Such natural places become social worlds of experiences, creative applications and outcomes, harnessed across communities, which stimulate cross-discipline cooperation and yield advantages in terms of social capital, health capital, natural capital and economic capital. This interactive workshop, presents a short DVD of grassroots experiences, complemented by research findings.

Session Organiser: Burls, A.

The Future of Feminist NatureCultures

Sunday 30th March at 14:00 – 15:30
Room: Ramphal 1.04

This panel explores recent feminist genealogies, focusing on the nature/culture dualism as a key trope in such narratives. It will argue that the 1980s and 1990s were a period of intense crisis for feminism that led to some crucial reformulations of feminist projects, but excluded and disavowed other possibilities.  Some of the personal and political rifts this caused have yet to be healed or adequately examined.  The centrality of the label 'essentialism' to these processes is symbolic of the abiding need for feminists to develop strategies for dealing with conflict that go beyond splitting and abjection.

We develop our argument through the lens of research on two very different feminist cultural interventions which persisted when hegemonic academic feminism insisted that their moment had passed. Feminist science fiction of the 1980s and 1990s continued to be useful to feminists who found the genre valuable for imagining socially transformed futures. Likewise, an eco/feminist peace camp persevered in practicing non-violent direct action in the 1990s despite claims of the end of feminist activism.  

In both the novels and the direct action, linked dominations of nature, women, and other marked categories were critiqued and contested in ways that recognised the non-essential - indeed socially constructed and historically contingent - character of these categories.  Nonetheless, in certain feminisms, these nuanced critiques have been caricatured as making naïve claims about women's natural affinity with nature and capacity for peaceful interaction. The panel will contest such reductive claims, unpack their rationales and suggest some directions for the future.

Session Organiser: Moore, N.

Speakers: Haran, J. Moore, N., Steinberg, D.L.

Working in ‘Nature’: Understandings and Practices of Work

Sunday 30th March at 09:00 – 11:00
Room: Ramphal 1.03

This session will address the ways in which people work with and against features that are (problematically) constituted as natural.  The papers will consider different types of work or occupation in which 'nature' is seen to constitute a primary source of challenges and opportunities within the work process, such as gardening, seafaring, horticulture or firefighting.  They will address the tractabilities and/or intractabilities of working in and with the natural order, and how this informs understandings and practices of work.  The intention is to bring together existing ethnographic and case-study research from different researchers, and to use the opportunity of debate and comparison to address fresh questions about the social organisation and understanding of such work inspired by the conference theme. Our examples are currently drawn from varied forms of paid employment, but the scope could be extended to embrace unpaid work.

‘”Framing” Marine and Coastal Pollution: The Seafarers’ Case’

Mohab Abou-Elkawam, University of Cardiff 

‘Making Workers Deployable in the Face of ‘Natural Hazards’: the case of Firefighters in the US Forest Service’

Matthew Desmond, University of Wisconsin-Madison

‘Mexican Immigrant Gardeners in Los Angeles: Cultivating Nature, Time and Work Discipline’

Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, University of Southern California 

‘Working With Flowers in Colombia: Exploring the Double Life of the Commodity’ 

Gilma Madrid Berroterán, University of Warwick

‘The Risks of Work in the Maritime Industry: A Social or Natural Construction?’

David Walters, University of Cardiff 

Society, Self and the Neurosciences: Sociological Agendas
Saturday 29th March at 09:00 – 11:00
Room: Ramphal 0.03/4

The past two decades have witnessed significant developments in the neurosciences - a term that includes molecular neuroscience, psychiatric genetics, behavioural genetics, cognitive neuroscience, brain imaging and psychopharmacology. These developments carry profound implications for understandings and explanations of our selves, identities, minds, moods, memories, emotions, desires, behaviours (even our dreams) based on the brain and its neurochemistry, including novel neurotechnologies designed to study, diagnose, treat or enhance us.

This in turn raises a host of social, legal, ethical issues regarding individuals, institutions and society, including the contribution of the neurosciences and emerging neurotechnologies to changing ideas about normality and abnormality, health and illness, and what it means to be human. To date, however, there has been little sociological engagement with these developments in the new brain sciences.

The aim of this symposium is to foster discussion and debate about the social dimensions and implications of the neurosciences, with particular reference to sociological agendas in this rapidly evolving field. 

Co-Convenors: Williams, S.J., Thrift, N. 

Martin, P.
Social science and the making of neuroscientific futures
Rose, N.
Neuropolitics
Fuller, S.
The 'challenge' of the neurosciences for sociology: The revival of ‘social engineering’

Watson, S.
The Idea of the Brain: Deleuze, neuroscience and the biology of ‘control’

These presentations will be followed by open discussion amongst both speakers and the audience.

The Sociology of Reproduction: The Return of the Political?

Sunday 30th March at 09:00-11:00
Room: Ramphal 1.13

Is it time for a more unified approach to the sociology of reproduction? There tends to be a divergence between a focus on issues of health, illness, science and technology on the one hand, and a concern with analysing the moral politics of reproduction on the other. The former is common in Britain, whereas the latter is more characteristic of work in the US. This round-table discussion will critically reflect on the possible reasons for this divergence. Is the health orientation of British sociological analysis the result of the central role of the NHS in managing access to reproductive services? Are there broader questions to be explored concerning the role of the increasingly complex UK state in regulating reproduction? Has the influence of Foucault produced a concentration on analysing the 'micro-politics' of the clinic amongst sociologists in Britain? Can the more political approach more common in US studies be explained in terms of the status of religion in the country's culture and politics? Are there other trends in the sociology of reproduction that can be detected in other countries or regions? The discussion will consider the implications of this divergence for future research in the field.

Participants include Karen Throsby (Warwick), Ann-Marie Kramer (Warwick), Lisa Smyth (Belfast), Ruth Fletcher (Keele), Róisín Ryan-Flood (Essex). [Also provisionally Elizabeth Murphy (Nottingham)]

My Space? Our Space? Your Space? Space, place and territory in young people’s cultural identities

Sunday 30th March at 09:00 – 11:00
Room: Ramphal 0.12

This session presents four linked papers exploring the significance of territorialized space (physical, virtual, imagined) in the formation of youth cultural identities. In so doing, it takes up one of the key tropes of early theories of 'youth subcultures' that has been neglected in recent discussions of 'postsubculturalism'. The papers by Back and Hodkinson discuss the appropriation and 'ownership' of space by young people; Back focuses upon how the 'colour-coded' nature of urban space constrains or enables young people's movement through it while Hodkinson traces the way in which territory is claimed and experienced on social networking sites and its implications for the patterns of communication and displays of identity between users. Papers by Back and Popov consider how particular territorial spaces ('Southall', 'Kuban') are ethnically/racially landscapes imprinted with power relations which young people must negotiate both physically and symbolically in their everyday cultural practices. Pilkington and Popov both explore the significance of 'place' in youth cultural identities in contemporary Russia although their papers reveal sharply contrasting engagements with the urban and natural landscape; while young Cossacks mobilise the imagined territory of the 'Kuban' in the assertion of multi-layered ethnic and regional identities, young people in the former Gulag city of Vorkuta retreat into, often ethnically exclusive, symbolic displays of the 'deviant' heritage of the city. All four papers employ an ethnographic approach while papers by Back and Pilkington engage directly with visual representations of space and place by respondents and researchers.

Back, L.
Home from Home: Young people’s landscapes of danger and safety
Hodkinson, P.
MySpace or Our Space? Space and Identity of Social Networking Sites

Pilkington, H.
The weight of the Vorkuta sky: Young people’s visual and verbal articulations of ‘place’

Popov, A.
‘Roots’ and Borders: Narratives of ‘territory’ in young Cossack identities

Baldamus: Sociological theory and the sociology of work

Friday 28th March at 15:30-17:00 
Room: Ramphal 0.12

2008 sees the centenary of the birth of Wilhelm 'Gi' Baldamus (1908-1991).  An exile from Nazi Germany in the 1930s, Baldamus became a respected figure in British sociology from the 1950s to the 1980s.  His Efficiency and Effort (1961) is still an important text in the sociology of work and industrial relations, and The Structure of Sociological Inference (1976) is a brilliant foray into little researched areas of the philosophy of the social sciences.  His published and unpublished papers touched on a great many topics, from accident statistics to the social theory of Jürgen Habermas, from trivialisation effects in sociological research to early forms of network theory.  To mark the centenary we propose two sessions, one on Baldamus and sociological theory, the other on Baldamus and the sociology of work; both sessions will feature formal papers that consider the impact and relevance of his work, but there will be ample opportunity for participants to reflect on Baldamus as a colleague and his contribution to sociology as a vocation.

Speakers: Eldridge, J., Erickson, M., Rex, J., Turner, C.

Social Theory and Climate Change

The premise of these panels is that any adequate theoretical grasp of climate change as a socio-natural phenomenon has to be able to accommodate a number of different dimensions - the material dynamics of natural autopoietic systems, the technoeconomic dynamics that are both driving current energy use and will necessarily steer any transition to different patterns, and the cultural tropes which societies use to respond, or not respond, to climate change. In the panels, linked to a forthcoming special issue of Theory, Culture and Society on climate change, invited participants will present some of the most promising lines of contemporary social theoretical thought for understanding, and shaping adequate responses to, what is arguably the greatest challenge of the twenty first century. 

ideas discussed will include:

- symbiogenesis and Gaia - how the biosphere can be understood as a highly complex system in homeostasis but vulnerable to irreversible disruption; 

- technopolitics - the centrality to contemporary political economy of the shaping and optimising of technology's capacity to evolve

- complexity, adaptive systems and lock-in - how a sociology of the future might help engender a systemic shift to a more benign energy economy

- the politics of unsustainability - how a simulative cultural politics functions to deflect radical systemic change away from high energy use

- the sociology of knowledge - how scientific policy vocabularies around climate change limit the possibility of collective political agency 

We are also inviting Nigel Clark (Open University) and Timmons Roberts (College of William and Mary) to participate in the panel.

Social Theory and Climate Change I

Friday 28th March at 11:30-13:00 
Room: Ramphal 3.25

Yearley, S.
Sociology and climate change before Kyoto II: Critical roles for the social sciences in understanding climate change and climate knowledge

Clark, N.
The ethics of abrupt climate change

Wynne, B.
Redefining the category of the natural as a waystation in(re?)engaging humans: deposing scientific singularity and its ambivalences

Social Theory and Climate Change II

Friday 28th March at 15:30-17:00 
Room: Ramphal 3.25

Szerszynski, B., Reynolds, L.
Climate technics

Urry, J.

Complexity, adaptive systems and lock-in

Hird, M.

Symbiogenesis and Gaia

Changing Bodies

Saturday 29th March at 09:00 – 11:00

Room: Social Studies 0.28

This panel explores the ways in which changing bodies - including both bodily processes of change, and purposeful attempts to change the body - are made sense of, and accounted for, across a range of different social and cultural contexts. The three papers in this panel address issues of embodiment which have significant social currency (obesity, cosmetic surgery and hormones) both within and outside of feminist writing, and which are highly contested sites of medical intervention, resistance and identity construction. The papers explore the ways in which particular readings of bodily change are made meaningful in specific contexts of time and location, and in relation to the dominant popular conceptualisations of those processes and practices of changing bodies.

Speakers

Throsby, K.
‘Seeing the life’: testimony and evangelism in published weight loss autobiographies

Gimlin, D.
National cultures repertoires and the ‘problem’ of cosmetic surgery

Teaching and Learning In and For a Complex world

Saturday 29th March at 09:00 - 11:00
Room: Teaching Grid, Library

This interactive symposium addresses the importance of university pedagogy in seeking to understand and engage critically in the complex moral, social and political questions of contemporary human society. The session is hosted by the Reinvention Centre for Undergraduate Research - a collaborative CETL based at the Universities of Warwick and Oxford Brookes. The Reinvention Centre embeds research-based learning into the curriculum and aims to integrate students into the research cultures of their subjects, departments and universities. Drawing together diverse multi-media case-studies from staff and students, including collaborative work, the session addresses the relationship between Sociology, and Teaching and Learning in HE. 

An introduction by the Reinvention Centre is followed by a number of coterminous events located in different parts of the space. Delegates walk around and participate in them all. In diverse ways, the presentations all address the central concern outlined above. Moving in and between presentations is intended to generate dialogue and interaction. To end, the group reconvenes for facilitated discussion. 

Proposed presentations 

Reinvention: a Journal of Undergraduate Research 

Student/ staff collaboration presenting new peer-reviewed e-journal. 

Teaching and Learning at Lincoln University

Students at Work: Learning to Labour in HE  

Film showing and discussion on documentary produced by students, academic and support staff on relationship between HE and work. 

Pedagogy, Art and Participation exhibition  

Reinvention fellowships (staff/ students) at Warwick/ Oxford Brookes

Teaching in Public/ Public Sociology 
EXHIBITIONS

BSA Publishers’ Exhibition

The publishers’ exhibition is located in the Mead Gallery, Warwick Arts Centre. Stand staff will be available to speak with delegates for the duration of the conference.

Exhibitors include:

· C-SAP (official sponsors of the BSA Conference Dinner)

· Sage Publications

· Taylor and Francis / Routledge

· Wiley Blackwell

· Cambridge University Press

· WW Norton & Company

· Palgrave Macmillan

· Oxford University Press

· The Edwin Mellen Press Ltd.

· The Policy Press

· McGraw Hill

· Ashgate Publishing

· The University Presses of California, Columbia & Princeton (unmanned stand)

Publishers’ Reception

Saturday 29th March at 17:30-18:30 
Mead Gallery, Warwick Arts Centre

EXHIBITIONS

Natural Worlds Social Worlds

Student Artwork Competition Exhibition
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Mead Gallery, Warwick Arts Centre

Students were invited to explore the themes of the 2008 Annual Conference through the production of video and still photographic images.

The competition seeks to stimulate thinking about the possibilities of using digital visual media to capture or re-imagine the changes that are taking place and people’s experience of them in everyday life. It aims to build on the increasing interest in visual sociology and debates about sociologists’ use of visual methods to document and analyse social processes and institutions. In addition, the competition hopes to highlight the importance of the creative arts in shaping our understanding of changes in the relationship between nature and society. 

Visual imagery responding to new challenges in the relation between natural and social worlds, and the ways it is imagined, will necessarily be diverse and multifaceted but might include, for instance, studies of the body and emotions that draw attention to the ways in which humans are of both culture and nature. Another area of emergent interest is how people relate to their immediate environments, and how they construct, experience or reshape the ‘natural world’ in different contexts. Work may address aspects of this relation in the past, in the present, or in an imagined future.

EXHIBITIONS

BSA Eco-Environmental Exhibition

The Eco-Environmental exhibition will take place all day on Saturday 29th March in the foyer of the Ramphal building. The exhibition aims to reflect the conference theme of ‘Social Worlds, Natural Worlds’ and will feature various local groups with an interest in environmental and animal issues. By showcasing campaigning groups the exhibition attempts to forge links between sociological investigation of the natural and environmental activism. The exhibition will enable delegates to explore these issues further and gain information about how to get involved if they wish to. Each exhibiting group has been allocated a stall and display board, where you can read their literature, including details of their past and future events and talk to a member about their activities. Come along to find out more!

Exhibiting groups include:

· Friends of the Earth Coventry

· Coventry Veggies/Vegans

· Coventry Free Cycle

· Coventry Cycling Campaign

· People and Planet (University of Warwick Student Society)

· Coventry Against Greyhound Exploitation Society






















The British Sociological Association is a Company Limited by Guarantee. Company No. 3890729. Registered Charity No. 1080235. Phone: 0191 383 0839 Fax: 0191 383 0782 Email: enquiries@britsoc.org.uk


